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YEAR 10 CURRICULUM 
 

Students undertake studies that are more intensive across a range of options in Year 10 (Experiences Program). 
 
As directed by the Australian National Curriculum, English, Mathematics and Science are compulsory subjects and 
will be undertaken by all students. There is also an opportunity for students to select from a suite of electives. 
Student academic strengths and personal interests will significantly influence subject selection decisions. 
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COLLEGE 
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THE SUBJECT SELECTION PROCESS  
 
Elective Subjects 
 

The elective subjects provide opportunity for students to choose subjects from a range of Learning Areas.  Elective 
subjects offered at the College include: 
 

Subject  Faculty 

BAE – Business, Accounting, Economics Global Studies 

Biology Science 

Business – Certificate III Global Studies 

Chemistry Science 

Design Creative Arts 

Digital Solutions Global Studies 

Drama Performing Arts 

Film Television and New Media Creative Arts 

Fitness – Certificate III Health and Physical Education 

Geography Humanities 

Japanese – Certificate II in Applied Languages Global Studies 

Legal Studies Humanities 

Modern History Humanities 

Music Performing Arts 

Music Industry – Certificate III Performing Arts 

Philosophy and Reason Humanities 

Physical Education  Health and Physical Education 

Physics Science 

Spanish – Certificate II in Applied Languages Global Studies 

Specialist Mathematics Mathematics 

Visual Art Creative Arts 
 
Students must select three yearlong elective subjects to study in Year 10.   
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Subject Selection Process 
 

The selection of subjects is a four-stage process: 
 

1. Students complete a ‘Subject Nomination’ online survey indicating in order of preference, the subjects 
they wish to study in Year 10.  
 

2. A ‘line structure’ will be developed that provides the widest range of elective combinations (within 
timetabling constraints). 

 
3. ‘Subject Allocation’ will occur for those students whose preferences are satisfied by the ‘line structure’.  

Students will be advised in writing about their ‘subject allocation’. 
 

4. ‘Subject Selection’ will have to be reconsidered for the few students (if any) whose preferences are not 
completely satisfied by the ‘line structure’.  This will be achieved via an interview with the Dean of 
Teaching and Learning. 
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BAE - BUSINESS, ACCOUNTING, ECONOMICS 
 
This course is designed to provide a foundation across the three disciplines of Business, Accounting and 
Economics and to prepare students for the following pathways: 
 
 Senior Accounting 
 Senior Economics 
 Diploma of Business 

 
This course provides students with a foundation across three subjects and provides specific preparation for 
further study of Accounting and Economics in Years 11 and 12. 
 
At the conclusion of this course, students should have developed: 
 

 an understanding of financing and budgeting for personal and business needs. 
 the technical skills of accounting required to record, process, understand, analyse, interpret and 

communicate simple financial data and other information to interested parties for decision-making.
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CHEMISTRY 
 
This course provides students with development in the skills of science and with specific preparation for Years 
11 and 12 Chemistry.  
 
The study of Chemistry engages students in an exciting and dynamic investigation of the material universe. Matter 
and its interactions - from supernovae to chromosomes, space age alloys to fashion fabrics, lifesaving medicines to 
cosmetics - are the essence of Chemistry. An understanding of concepts and models coupled with scientific 
procedures and intellectual processes allows Chemistry to facilitate human survival through use of the limited 
resources on the planet. Where traditional science boundaries are becoming blurred, Chemistry is a uniting feature 
of the majority of scientific undertakings.  
 
Chemistry enables cognitive links to be made between the macroscopic properties of the world in which we live 
and the sub-microscopic particles and forces that account for those properties. Chemistry, therefore, has an 
explanatory power, which enables humans to make sense of the physical world and a predictive power, which 
enables them to harness its resources. The need to interact with and explore matter is common to all human 
cultures. The history of our existence on this planet is marked by such interaction - from the Bronze and Iron Ages, 
fireworks and gunpowder, the gold rushes in Australia and other countries, through the nuclear age to the current 
information and technology age.  
 
Students completing a course in Chemistry are expected to develop:  
 

 confidence to move forward into a future of new discoveries, accelerating technologies and increasingly 
complex human issues knowledge and understanding of chemical models, methods, and language. 

 a capacity to work as part of a team engaging in cooperative activity comparable to the interactions within 
the community of scientists. 

 an awareness of chemistry as part of the social, historical, ethical, biological, and physical environment as a 
basis for responsible decision-making. 

 logical, creative, and reflective thinking processes to create understandings, make decisions and solve 
problems. 

 strategies to access, retrieve, filter, utilise and report scientific information using appropriate technology, to 
make informed judgments about specific issues. 

 ability to 
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Learning experiences include: 
 

 laboratory activities and experiments and use of technology. 
 solving problems individually and as a member of a group and/or team. 
 library research and assignment work. 
 model construction. 
 role-play and simulation games and classroom debates. 
 teacher exposition and questioning. 
 excursion and field work observation. 
 film, video and slide audiovisual observation. 
 computer software simulation or tutorial use. 
 computer interfacing and use of technology. 
 case studies and/or surveys. 
 media presentations and/or oral reportsG
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DESIGN  
 

This course is designed to provide a foundation in Design and to prepare students for further study of Design 
in Years 11 and 12.  
 
Students who wish to continue with Design in Years 11 and 12, must study a minimum of Semester Two in Year 
10.  
 
Design focuses on the practical application of design thinking to envisage creative ideas in response to a design 
problem in a complex and sophisticated form of problem solving using divergent and convergent thinking strategies.  
Students appreciate and exploit new and innovative ideas to explain how people consider factors that impact on 
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DIGITAL SOLUTIONS 
 
This course is designed to provide a foundation in Digital Solutions and to prepare students for further study 
of Digital Solutions in Years 11 and 12.  
 
Students will explore the concepts of graphic user interfaces in a variety of contexts. They will study the importance 
of the ethical and analytical uses of data. Students will create a technical proposal for a database and create both 
the back-end store database and front-end online storefront using Python, mySQL and tkinter. Building on from 
their knowledge gained in Years 7, 8 and 9 Digital Solutions, students will study object-oriented programming and 
game design using the programming language Python, Pygame and tkinter.  
 
Assessments may include: 
 

 Creation of a database with Python 
 Creation of a front-end online web store 
 Creation of a digital game 
 Technical proposals 
 Quizzes 

 
Pathways 
 

Many of the careers that this subject will assist with do not exist yet; however, the course of study in Digital 
Solutions can establish a basis for further education and employment in programming, multimedia, game design, 
database and web site creation and management.
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DRAMA 
 
This course is designed to provide a foundation in Drama and to prepare students for further study of Drama 
in Years 11 and 12.  
 
It is preferable that students undertake Drama in Year 10 if they plan to continue with Drama studies in Years 11 
and 12. Although it is not compulsory, Year 10 Drama provides a sound grounding for success in Years 11 and 12. 
 
Drama is a unique way for students to blend intellectual and emotional experiences 
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ENGLISH 
 

English is a compulsory subject for all students in Year 10.   
 
The English learning area is made up of three learning areas, including English, English Literature and English as an 
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ENGLISH AS AN OTHER LANGUAGE 
 
English as an Other Language (EOL) is a subject, which supports English second language students 
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JAPANESE – CERTIFICATE II IN APPLIED LANGUAGE 
 
This course provides students with development in the skills and understandings needed in preparation for 
Years 11 and 12 Japanese through the attainment of a Certificate II in Applied Language.  
 
The completion of this certificate confers 4 QCE points and a nationally recognised foreign languages qualification 
that is useful for all work, study and career pathways. There is an additional charge for the delivery of this 
certificate. Further information can be found in the VET section of this handbook. 
 
Learning a foreign language widens horizons, broadens cognitive and cultural experiences, develops communicative 
and intercultural competence, and opens new perspectives for learners, not only in relation to other cultures and 
languages, but also to their own language and cultural practices. Learning another language extends, diversifies, and 
enriches learners’ cognitive, social and linguistic development. 
 
For Australia, the countries of the Asian region are of critical importance. Japan is one of our closest neighbours and 
one of our major trading partners. The Gold Coast is also a popular holiday destination for Japanese tourists and also 
attracts a large number of Japanese students wishing to study here. Saint Stephen’s College students will have the 
opportunity to travel to Japan every two years on short
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MATHEMATICS  
 
Mathematics is a compulsory subject for all students in Year 10.   
Students must choose either Foundational Mathematics or Mathematics. 
 
Foundational Mathematics 
 

Foundational Mathematics is a course of study intended for those students who require a less mathematically 
rigorous course of study but who still require a level of mathematical knowledge necessary for further formal study 
at the Senior General Mathematics level and, even more importantly, provide for the achievement of proficiency in 
those aspects of mathematics needed in a rapidly changing technological society. Students selecting this course 
need to understand that transition between mathematics subjects is not fluid given the nature of the 
coursework. 
 
Foundational Mathematics is designed for students who want to extend their mathematical skills where their future 
studies or employment pathways do not require calculus. It incorporates a practical approach that equips learners 
for their needs as future citizens. The Foundational Mathematics stream is designed to reflect these links between 
real-life and mathematics and to provide the foundations for study of General Mathematics at the Senior 
Mathematics level.   
 
Mathematic

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=capacity


http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=Number
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=Probability
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PHILOSOPHY  
 
This course provides students with development in the skills and understandings needed in preparation for 
Years 11 and 12 Philosophy.  
 
The study of Philosophy recognises the relevance of various philosophies to different social, ethical, and religious 
positions, and to realise that decisions in these areas are the result of the acceptance of certain ideas and specific 
modes of reasoning. Critical thinking and logic provide knowledge, skills, and understandings so that you are able to 
engage with philosophical ideas and issues, examine and analyse these, make rational arguments, espouse 
viewpoints and engage in informed discussion. 
 
In Philosophy, students will explore, discuss, and consider philosophical ideas that have shaped and continue to 
influence contemporary society by investigating philosophers’ and thinkers’ ideas and work across a range of topics. 
Students will study topics, such as Causation, Moral philosophy, Philosophy of art, Philosophy of Mind, Philosophy 
of Religion, Philosophy of Science, Social and Political Philosophy, and Thinkers and Q
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
This course provides students with development in the skills and understandings needed in preparation for 
Physical Education in Years 11 and 12.  
 
Physical Education involves the study of a variety of aspects of physical activity to engage students as intelligent 
performers. This subject focuses on the complexities and interrelationships of sports performance by investigating 
the psychological, biomechanical, physiological, and sociological factors that influence individual and team physical 
performance, and wider social attitudes to physical activity. 
 
Physical Education is a subject that integrates both health education and physical education. It is a course of study 
designed to encourage students to: 
 

 analyse how personal, social, cultural, economic, technological, and environmental factors shape 
understanding of and opportunities for health and physical activity, locally, regionally, and globally. 

 understand that movement and physical activity concepts 
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PHYSICS 
 
This course provides students with development in the skills of Science and with specific preparation for Year 
11 and 12 Physics.  
 
Physics provides opportunities for students to engage with classical and modern understandings of the universe. 
Students will learn about the fundamental concepts of thermodynamics, electricity, and nuclear processes; and 
about the concepts and theories that predict and describe the linear motion of objects. Further, they will explore 
how scientists explain some phenomena using an understanding of waves.  
 
It is a part of the human condition to wonder about the world. Throughout history, the innate curiosity 
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Assessment 
 

Assessment items include: 
 
Semester One 
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SPANISH – CERTIFICATE II IN APPLIED LANGUAGE 
 
This course provides students with development in the skills and understandings needed in preparation for 
Years 11 and 12 Spanish through the attainment o a Certificate II in Applied Language. 
 
The completion of this certificate confers 4 QCE points and a nationally recognised foreign languages qualification 
that is useful for all work, study and career pathways. There is a charge for the delivery of this certificate. Further 
information can be found in the VET section of this handbook. 
 
Language is the essence of people. If we wish to understand other people and live in a harmonious, multiethnic 
society, we need to learn to communicate with other nations and identify with their culture. Learning another 
language not only develops communicative and intercultural competencies, it also opens up new perspectives for 
the learners, widens their horizons and broadens their cognitive and cultural experience. 
 
There are many reasons to study Spanish. 
 

 Spanish is the third most spoken language in the world and will overtake English this century. 
 Spanish is the 
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SPECIALIST 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=capacity
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=Number
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=Probability


 

Page 30 

Measurement and Geometry 
 

 Applications of Trigonometric Ratios and 
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TEAM PROJECTS 
 
Team Projects is a project-based course designed to allow students to engage with key skills that will help them be 
ready for the workforce in which they will be employed. For example, workforce trends suggest that great value is 
placed on collaborative teamwork between employees, design thinking, using people analytics to create roles in 
teams and flexible working environments. These trends, together with the coming together of five generations in the 
same workforce mean that flexible thinking and a greater emphasis on team dynamics is paramount in a changing 
future workforce.   
 
The overarching goals for this course include: 
 

 engaging in teams in genuine ways that will help them in future school, tertiary, and employment situations. 
 taking ownership of their projects and be invested and engaged in achieving goals collectively. 
 become innovative, using variations of iterations to achieve their team’s goals. 
 applying strong communication skills in the building of their team’s actions and objectives. 
 reflecting intentionally on their project work and make revisions for future project work. 

 
Running throughout the year, online study courses will be offered to students regarding teamwork and research 
skills.  
 

Term One – Learning the Basics of Team Projects 
 

Working though personality analytics/team analytics and team charters/short team and leadership challenges to 
build and prepare for larger challenges. 
 
Terms One and Two – The Cardboard Chair Challenge 
 

Students will work in teams to research chair design, then build, engineer, and present a cardboard chair capable of 
holding an infant. A full report of the team’s experience in creating the chair will be submitted. This will include 
research, design, documentation, and reflection of the process. 
 
Terms Two and Three – Making a Difference 
 

Students will work in teams to complete a project from a specific list. Some examples of previous projects were the 
design of a tiny house, designing a tourist campaign for a little-known Gold Coast natural formation, working to 
solve the Gold Coast’s traffic issues, and conducting research and trialing the inclusion of a support dog into the 
College. Project lists are updated yearly. 
 
Terms Three and Four - World Changers 
 

Students will work in teams to complete a project from a newly formulated list. Students may negotiate their choice 
of project with their mentors.  
 
Learning Experiences 
 

This course will challenge students to make a difference to their community, be it local, national, or global, as they 
work on different projects throughout the year. Students will network, think, plan, and apply their understanding to 
be a leader in their world and create transformative change. Many different areas of interest can be drawn upon so 
that students are able to work in an area for which they have a real passion. During this experience, resources, 
mentors, and the opportunity to engage in real-world activities will be a part of students’ project experience. 
  
The stages in each project the students will work towards are: 
 

 the building of teams and positions/ roles within those teams. 
 detailed planning of the project, including goals, steps required to complete the goals of the project. 
 enacting the processes of the project with access to mentors, real-world contexts, resources to enable 

project objectives. 
 the promotion of work and giving feedback about projects. 
 students will work in teams to complete a project from a specific list. 
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Pathways 
 

The Team Projects course enables students to work and experiment with valuable skills that will inform and enrich 
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VISUAL ART 
 
This course provides students with development in the skills and understandings needed in preparation for 
Visual Arts in Years 11 and 12.  
 
Visual Art supports social, intellectual, physical, aesthetic, spiritual and emotional development. The study of Visual 
Art enhances students’ creative thinking, problem-solving skills, questioning and interpreting skills and helps them 
with the expression of ideas. Visual Art provides opportunities for students to apply a variety of image-making 
approaches to express thoughts, feelings, ideas and beliefs. Students develop self-confidence, social and personal 
skills whilst exploring a personal aesthetic and style in their individual responses to concepts.  
 
Students will gain experience in generating and developing ideas, using a variety of skills and techniques to 
experiment, problem-
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Pathways 
 

A course of study in Visual Art can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of: 
 

 Advertising - art director, photographer, graphic artist. 
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VET 
 
The following VET courses are offered at the College. 
 
 Applied Language – Certificate II (Japanese and Spanish) 
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    RTO Number 21230 

 
10949NAT Certificate II in Applied Language 

 

Qualification Description 
The Certificate II in Applied Language is a qualification in the study of a 
language that is recognised across Australia. Through this course, students learn 
to interact with a range of people in a variety of contexts – both in social settings 
and in the workplace. The content reflects the emphasis in the Australian 
curriculum on observing behaviour and language use of those around us, 
enhancing intercultural awareness, and increasing awareness of self in different 
linguistic and cultural contexts. 
 
Students who meet the assessment criteria will be awarded with a nationally 
recognised qualification in Applied Language. This opportunity is quite unique 
to Saint Stephen’s College who recognises that the teaching and learning that 
accompany VET Applied Language courses mean that students are more 
effectively engaged in learning, gain practical foreign language skills, and are also 
more likely to choose to continue their language study into their Senior years of 
schooling.  
 
Entry Requirements 
Students should have previously studied the target language for at least one 
year to meet the entry requirements for this qualification. 
 
Duration and Location 
This is a one-year course delivered in Year 10 on site at Saint Stephen’s 
College. 
 

 

Delivery Modes  
This is a nationally recognised certificate and as 
such, requires a significant commitment of time 
and energy to complete the course successfully. 
This includes: 
 

 Class time within the Year 10 Foreign 
Language course, consisting of two 
double lessons and one single lesson per 
week (205 minutes per week). 

 Excursions and class projects. 
 Personal study time.
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Saint Stephen’s College 
RTO Number 45295 

 
BSB30120 

https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/BSB30120
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SIS30321 Certificate III in Fitness 
 

Qualification Description 
The Certificate III in Fitness course will enable students to gain their personal 
training qualification in the future. This course is one year in duration, with 
students completing the Certificate III in Year 10 and the opportunity to 
continue onto a Certificate IV in Year 11. This course will be timetabled as any 
other subject. Students will complete relevant practical and theoretical 
elements, which are competency-based.  
 
This program is structured on being able to utilise the skills in a simulated 
workplace environment. Teachers from Saint Stephen’s College will deliver the 
course to the students; however, Fit Education acts as the Registered Training 
Organiser (RTO) for the enrolled students.  
 
The Certificate III in Fitness course prepares participants for employment in the 
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   RTO Number 40821 

 

CUA30920 Certificate III in Music Industry (Performance) 
 

Qualification Description 
The Certificate III in Music Industry (Performance) course will help students to 
develop their skills as a musician, prepare for solo and group performances 
and gain an insight into working in the music industry. This course is one year 
in duration, with students completing the Certificate III in Year 10 and the 
opportunity to continue onto further Vocational Studies in Year 11. This course 
may be an afterschool commitment, with the option of a timetabled study line 
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BYOL (BRING YOUR OWN LAPTOP) PROGRAM 
 
All students require a Windows 10 Windows 11 laptop computer.   
 
The College is a Windows environment, devices must be a Windows 10 or Windows 11 device built on hardware 
with minimum specifications. Any other type of device, such as an Apple laptop running Windows via BootCamp, 
parallels of any other type of virtual environment, or a Linux computer running Windows in a virtual environment is 
not suitable. Unsuitable devices or devices running unsuitable operating systems will not be connected to the 
network and cannot be used in class. Please do not purchase anything other than a Windows 10 or Windows 
11 laptop that meets the specifications for use at Saint Stephen’s College. If you need further advice, please 
email Greg Wilkinson, Director of eLearning via elearning@ssc.qld.edu.au.   
 
‘Hand me down’ Computers 
 

Pre-owned computers will experience battery and hardware problems as the computer will be slow and without 
necessary specifications. It is imperative that laptops meet the minimum specifications. A laptop must be able to 
operate for most of the school day without the need for recharging. The minimum working period should be six 
hours. Many laptops have batteries that cannot be removed; however, if the battery has limited life and it can be 
removed, it is worth buying a replacement. If a laptop has a battery that is failing, it may indicate that the laptop is 
reaching replacement age.  
 
Security 
 

Each student is able to store his/her laptop in a locker during breaks. Laptops should not be left unattended. 
 
Software 
 

Most software needed by students is provided by the College. This includes the latest version of Microsoft Office, 
which is the standard software used across all subject areas. Please do not purchase Microsoft Office when 
purchasing a computer. Each student will be shown how to download and install a legal copy of Microsoft Office 
at no cost. For students studying subjects that require the Adobe suite, this will also be provided by the College. 
Please do not purchase Adobe Programs when purchasing a computer. 
 
Updating Laptops 
 

Students are expected to keep software (the operating system, Microsoft Office, anti-virus software, plug-ins and 
other software) updated. Windows should be updated when required; however, updates should be done at home, 
as they can take some time to complete and often require a reboot which may impact class time. Students should 
check for updates the weekend prior to returning to school after holiday periods. 
 
Charging Laptops at the College 
 

Students are expected to bring their laptops to school fully charged each day. Twenty 'charging lockers' are 
available in the Teams area (ground floor of QW/Science building); however, these are for ‘emergency’ use only, at 
lunchtime and outside of lesson times, 

BYOL



 

Page 42 

Anti-Virus, Spyware and Malware 
 

Students must have viable and current anti-
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Hardware Specifications - What needs to be purchased? 
 

Minimum laptop specifications have been outlined to ensure that each student can use his/her laptop efficiently 
and effectively in order to maximise potential learning. When purchasing a new computer, it is important to get 
one that will meet minimum requirements. Computers that use Atom, Pentium, Celeron, Intel-Core 2 and similar 
CPUs may be inexpensive but are not suitable for the learning environment at the College. 
 
 

CPU (Processor) 
 

 

Intel i5 or i7 recommended, AMD equivalent acceptable 

Screen  Touch screen with battery-powered pen; 11inch minimum with detachable or 360 rotation for 
a flat surface 

Battery Life 6 hours of continuous use is a minimum.  

mailto:elearning@ssc.qld.edu.au
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